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Claiins 1-6 and 8-27 arepending» 

Claims 1-6 and 8-27 were examined. 

CUiims 1-4, 8-15 and 17-27 wcrcrcjcclcJ. 

Claims 5, 6 nnd 16 were objected to, . 

Claims 1, 5 and 6 have been canceled. The cancellation of claims 1, 5 and 6 is made 
without prejudice to renewal, without intent to ficqniciice to <my rejection, and without intent to 
sunrendcr any subject matter encompassed by the eancolc^l claims, Tlic Applicants expressly 
reserve the right to pursue any canceled subject malt^ir in one or more continuation find/or 
divisional applications. 

Claims 5 and 6 have been rewritten in inclepontlonl form including all of the limitiitions of 
the base claim and any intervening claims, as newly added claims 28 and 29 rcspcxiivcly. 

Claims 2-4, 8, 11, 13-16 and 27 have ban amended to depend from cluim 28, Chums 17, 
21 and 24 have been amended to include the subject matter of claim 5. The atncndmcnt.s to the 
claims were made solely in the interest of cxpcditit-j; prosecution, and arc not lo be construed as 
acqui^cence to any objection or rejection of any cl<Hm and without intent to surrender any subject 
matter encompassed by the originally filed chujns (i.e., the prc-amendcd claims). 'Yhc applicants 
expressly reserve the right to pursue any subject mailer cncompassc<l by the originally Hied claims 
in one or more continuation and/or divisional appHc^ilions. 

Claims 28-38 have been added as new. Claims 36, 37 and 38 arc analogous to claim.s 1 7, 2 1 
and 24, respectively, but which include the snbjocl niallcr of claim 6. 

No new matter is added. Accordingly, Iho Applicants rcspcclfully rcciuosl entry of the 
amendments. 

In view of the following remarks, the Ex?imiT\cr is respectfully re^iuesled to withdraw the 
rejections and allow Claims 2-4, 8-38, the only claims pending in this application. 
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Re.if^ion UN l>KS 35. U,S._C^§102 (a) 
Claims 1-4, 8-12, 15, 17-20, 24 und 27 luivc hccn rejected under 35 USC §102(a) as being 
anticipated by Maxwell et ah (US 6,325,917 BJ ). As described above, indcpendcnl claim 1 ]y<\s; 
been cancelled and claims 3-4j 8-12, 15 and 27 Ikivc been anncnded (o depend from newly added 
independent claim 28. Independent Claim 28 rcprcsofUs cancelled claim 5 rcwnUcn in independent 
Ibnn including all of the limitations of the base elaijn nml any intervening claims^ which was 
indicated by the Examiner to be allowable. Arialugniis amendments have been made to elaiins 17 
and 24. Accordingly, the Applicants rcspcctlully rLiqucst that this rejection be withdrawn. 

REJECTION Unj)I.U 3S„U,S\C, § V93(a). 

Claun 13 has been rejected under 35 USf > §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Maxwell ct. 
al. (US 6,325,917 Bl). For reasons analogoirj to those described above, i.e., claim 13 has been 
amended to depend from newly added claim 28 wlueh the Examiner has ijidiealcxi as allowable, 
the Applicants respectfully request that this rejection be withdrawn. 

Claim 14 has been rejected under 35 USC § 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Maxwell ct 
aK (US 6,325,917 Bl) in view of Hodges et nl. (WO 97/18464). For reasons analnj;oiis ti> those 
described above, i.e., claim 14 has been anv:i:(!etl to depend Irom newly added dain^ 28, the 
Applicants respectfully request that this rejection be willuirawn. 

Claims 21, 23, 25 and 26 have been rejected under 35 USC §1 03(a) as bcmg unpatentablo 
over Maxwell et al. (US 6,3253917 Bl) in view of Lc;idcr ct al. (US 5,42 1,98 1 ). As describe above, 
independent claim 21, from which claim 23 (K;puirds, and independent claim 24, from which 
claims 25 and 26 depend, has been amended to include all the limitations of canceled chitm 5. 
Accordingly, for reasons analogous to those desfTibi;d above, the Appliconls respectfully request 
that this rejection be withdrawn. 

Claim 22 has been rejected under 35 USC § 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Maxwell et 
al. (US 6,325,917 Bl) in view of Leader et al. (US 5,421,981) and in further view of Gunjswamy ct 
al (US 5,004,583). Claim 22 depends from clair.i 21 which has boon amended to include all die 
limitation of cancelled claim 5. Accordingly, for nj:i>7onsi analogous to tliose deseiibetl above, the 
Applicants respectfully request that this rcjeclton be withdrawn. 
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ALT.owAni.rSunjE<:TMATT£U 
Claims 5, 6 and 16 were objected lo as liciiiy dependent upon a rejected base chiini, but 
would be allowable j f rewritten in indcpcndcn( for ijteluding all of Ihe limilations of the biLse cl^uni 
and any intervening claims. The Applicants thank (he nx:iminer for thcindiealion of allowMbilily. 
Accordingly, Claims 5 and 6 have been canceled aDd have been rewritten in independent fomi, 
including all of the limitations of the base claim nnd ;)ny intervening claims, as newly tidde<l claims 
28 and 29 respectively. Claim 16 has been amended tu depend from claim 1 8. 



Conclusio n 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, thiij application is considered to be in yood 
and proper form for allowance and the Examiner i*; respectfully requested to pass this iipplioalion 
to issuance. The Commissioner is hereby outhori/cil to charge any underpijyment of fees 
associated with this communication, including any iiacssary fees for extensions of time, <k credit 
any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-081 5, Ortlcr No. LlMiOl 5. 



liespcetfully submiltecl, 

ROZICBVIC, FIELD & FRANCIS Ll^P 



Date: 



Susan Tall 
Registration No. 52,272 




BOZICEVIC, FIELD & FRANCIS LLP 
200 Middlefield Road, Suite 200 
Mailo Paik» CA 94025 
l^cicphone: (650) 327-3400 
Facsimile: (650)327-3231 
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